
Across Europe1, workplace accidents stemming from slips and trips are the most 
common cause of injury in every sector and the principle accident type that 

leads to absences of three or more days. Small and Medium sized enterprises 
are amongst those most affected by these accidents.

BEST PRACTICE FOR REACTIVE AND 
PREVENTATIVE SPILL MANAGEMENT

Secondary injuries from spill related incidents, such as scalding or falls from height, 
can result in life altering outcomes. 

This factsheet offers initial guidance for any facility spill programme and highlights 
considerations for equipment and process.

Spills come in different types, 
such as water or oil based. Each 

needs a different approach 
and clean-up considerations. 

accidents.

Water based spills can be easier 
to clear and dry, whereas oil 

based spills can leave a harder to 
remove residue that continues to 

present a risk.

Having a spill programme 
that covers reacting to spills 

is essential, but the right 
equipment, easily accessed and 
replenished is what determines 
how successful a programme is. 

With oil based spills, clean up 
can often include materials that 
absorb the spill, be sure to clear 

the area of these additional 
products before declaring the 

area cleared

Once cleaning is completed 
and equipment stowed, 
ensure on-site logging is 

completed, as well as any off-site 
reporting to local authorities 

or industry bodies.

Spill management does not 
always have to be reactive, it can 
be preventative too. Placing slip 
mats where drips and spills are 
likely to occur near tanks and 
faucets creates a safer, more 

manageable approach.

An effective spill programme should be efficient and responsive, that creates minimal downtime and doesn’t 
unnecessarily impact the environment. 

Let NCH review your site and offer recommendations on effective spill management that will minimise potential 
slip and trip issues. Our solutions range from natural recyclable systems that combat oil based spills to spill 
mats that can help manage chemical spills.

At NCH our team have combined operational expertise across a wide spectrum of industries, we’ve spent over 
100 years serving industrial facilities, improving safety and providing solutions. 

Find out more: NCH Spills Management

Or visit: www.ncheurope.com

  1  https://osha.europa.eu/en/publications/factsheet-14-preventing-work-related-slips-trips-and-falls

Performing a spill assessment 
in key facility areas, such as 

workshops and storage spaces, 
allows for clean-up equipment to 

be cited accordingly.

Additionally, spill assessments 
often form part of a plant or site 
audit and need to be regularly 

reviewed to ensure that the 
spill station is accessible and 

appropriately located 
for activities.

When a spill does occur, make 
sure the area is isolated, prior 
to cleaning. With water based 
spills, clearing and drying the 

area is key.

https://www.ncheurope.com/en/solutions/maintenance/spill-management

